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The child of tradition, he had become its most
destructive critic, and as his Church had appealed
to history, so he answered her. In him the historic
metkod achieved almost its first, and perhaps its
greatest, triumph, and hardly had he done his work
before he paled at the sight of it.

Perchance he had reason. It is indeed open to
argument whether the inductive method of treating
institutions, introduced by the Historic Method,
has not been as great an instrument of dogmatism
as the method of deduction which it displaced. The
victors of that method gave no quarter, and races
and religions alike went down before them.
Nothing was so characteristic of its triumph in
all fields of speculation a generation or two ago
as the zeal with which men set themselves to make
History the handmaid of ** Politics." History,
it was argued, showed an irresistible " tendency "
in a cherished direction, and different historians
at different times discovered an inexorable move-
ment from status to contract, communism to
individualism, aristocracy to democracy, authority
to liberty, custom to law, myth to religion, religion
to morality. Others, again, have seen in history
the divine hegemony of a race or the apotheosis
of a creed.* Never was there such a confusion of
tongues since the day of Pentecost. The one
thing in which all were agreed was that nothing
has succeeded like success. That the race is always

* As to race one might quote a hundred historians of the
Germanist school. As to religion let a single instance out of a
thousand suffice; " To be deep in History is to cease to be a
Protestant" (Newman, Essay on Development, p. 8).